
Arcana2_9781250290243_INT_OTV_EG.indd   iArcana2_9781250290243_INT_OTV_EG.indd   i 2025-07-24   2:55 PM2025-07-24   2:55 PM



Arcana2_9781250290243_INT_OTV_EG.indd   iiArcana2_9781250290243_INT_OTV_EG.indd   ii 2025-07-24   2:55 PM2025-07-24   2:55 PM



Feiwel & Friends 
New York 

UK_Arcana2_9781250290243_INT_OTV_EG.indd   3UK_Arcana2_9781250290243_INT_OTV_EG.indd   3 12/12/2025   16:2012/12/2025   16:20



Arcana2_9781250290243_INT_OTV_EG.indd   ivArcana2_9781250290243_INT_OTV_EG.indd   iv 2025-08-28   3:35 PM2025-08-28   3:35 PM

First published in the UK in 2026 by  
HOT KEY BOOKS 

an imprint of Bonnier Books UK 
5th Floor, HYLO, 105 Bunhill Row, London EC1Y 8LZ

Copyright © Sam Prentice-Jones, 2026

Published by arrangement with Feiwel and Friends, 
an imprint of Macmillan Publishing Group, LLC

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored or transmitted  
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying 
or  otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher.

The right of Sam Prentice-Jones to be identified as author and 
illustrator of this work has been asserted by them in accordance with  

the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

This is a work of fiction. Names, places, events and incidents are  
either the products of the author’s imagination or used fictitiously. 

Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, is purely 
coincidental.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British 
Library.

ISBN: 978-1-4714-2013-9

1

Designed by Steve Ponzo 
Printed and bound in China

The authorised representative in the EEA iss 
Bonnier Books UK (Ireland) Limited. 

Registered office address: Block B, The Crescent Building  
Northwood, Santry, Dublin 9, D09 C6X8, Ireland  

compliance@bonnierbooks.ie

bonnierbooks.co.uk/HotKeyBooks



For my dear Karl,

You are my lighthouse 
and my inspiration always.
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Konata...

hi, Mum...

I’m sorry I ruined 
your party... don’t be silly. I’d

rather be with 
you anyway.

Darling...I’m so 
tired...

I don’t think I can do 
this anymore...
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Mum...

please don’t
give up.

please let me get 
help from the 

Arcana!

I’m sorry,
 Konata...

I can’t 
let you 
do that...
I need to 
tell you 

something...

I know I’ve never wanted to talk 
much about my family... 

but it’s time I told you the 
full story.

my maiden name is 
Okuninushi.
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what do you mean?! 
you were a part of 
one of the Families?!

yes...

that’s not 
all... I had a  
twin sister.

my sister, Ezume, and 
I were born into the  
Okuninushi dynasty.

us being twins 
was seen as a 
deep blessing...

it would mean an 
increase in the
Family’s power 

within the 
Arcana...
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but as we got older it became 
painfully clear that I had no  

magic ability...

Ezume had inherited it all.

my family was mortified and removed 
me from any public appearances at 

the coven...

I became my parents’ 
shameful little secret.

whilst they pretended 
I didn’t exist, my sister 
took great pleasure in
tormenting me for my
lack of ability and how 
much I had shamed my 

family.
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by the time 
we were twenty, all 
my family’s hopes 
that the pair of 

us would be Majors
together were 
long dead...

...and to make up
 for it, my sister was
 being groomed to be 

the most ruthless Major
 the Arcana had seen...

around this time 
I left... there was 
no place for me 

there...

there never really
had been...

Ezume came to 
power a year 
or two later, 
from what I

 heard.

but I didn’t
hear from 
the coven 
again...

Arcana2_9781250290243_INT_OTV_EG.indd   8Arcana2_9781250290243_INT_OTV_EG.indd   8 2025-07-24   2:50 PM2025-07-24   2:50 PM



99

that was until
about three years 
before you were 

born. 

Layton, Mavis, and
Agnes appeared at 

our door...

they told me that my sister had 
committed a crime against witches 

and that she was dead...

I was in  
shock.

they wouldn’t give me any more details, but 
I was told it had been decided that Ezume and her

cohort were being removed from witch history 
to protect future generations.  
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I was told to 
never speak of 
Ezume again...

...and to swear
to never claim 
the Okuninushi 

name.

I never knew what she did 
to deserve such a fate, but I 

wasn’t surprised, really.

she was cruel and ruthless, 
and I had no issue cutting all 

ties with my family name.

but it always scared me
how easily the Majors

covered up whatever it
was she did...

when you were 
born and your
powers started

manifesting, I was
so scared because
I knew I’d have to
send you to the

Arcana.
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I don’t trust them,
Konata...and I don’t 

think you should either.

I’m sorry that it’s had
to come to this, my love.

I hope you know you’ve 
inspired me every day
to fight this...but I’m 

so tired...

You’ve grown into the
witch I never could be.

but more than that, you are a 
wonderful, kind, and passionate 

young woman...
and I’m so

proud of you,
my little

Koko.
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for giving me 
a life worth 

living.

thank you.

thank you both...

I know.

I know...
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I love you.

I love you.

I love you.
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he should 
be here.

I know.

I know.
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hey...

you missed the 
funeral.

I’m sorry.

I...

can I come in?
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Eli...

what’s going 
on?

none of us have 
seen or heard 
from you since 

Halloween.

I’m sorr-
No.

I-

I just...

I don’t care about 
an apology. I want to 
know what’s going on.
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I can’t keep 
doing this...

it’s all my
fault...

I should 
never
have 

come to 
the 

Arcana.

we should 
never have

 met...

all I’ve
done is 
bring 

suffering
 to all 
your 
lives...

I can’t do this 
all over again...
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oh, Eli... you have
to know
that none
of us feel 

that 
way.

none of this would’ve
happened if we’d never

 met...

but it’s true!

I’m scared, James...

I spent my whole life
dreaming about who my 

family could be, and now that 
I know, I wish I didn’t...

I’d always grimly hoped 
that there had been some 
tragic circumstances that 

ended up with me at 
the home...
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but no... my mother just 
didn’t want me.

my family 
were pompous, 

prejudiced 
assholes who 

were only good 
at hurting 

people...

Eli, we don’t know that.

Oh come 
on, be 

realistic!

Daphne’s dad, Edwin...

they all must’ve been like it.
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their blood,

their magic,

runs through me...

I don’t want 
to be like them...

I don’t want 
to hurt people...

but it keeps
happening...

hey, hey!

look
at me.
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you are not like them.
we are not like them.

none of us.

we are all our own 
people.

and we don’t have to 
suffer the same fate 

they did.

I would not change 
anything...

I’m so glad I 
met you.
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to be honest, I’m 
grateful for this

 curse thing.

what?
why?

if we’d all been 
raised by our 
families, then 

we’d be just like 
them.

 groomed to believe 
that we had some 
divine right to be 

in charge.

and that we’re better 
than other witches 
just ’cos of who our 

parents were.

I suppose so... ...so what do we 
do now?

I don’t know...

...but I do know that 
we all need each other 
now more than ever.

whatever caused all 
this, we’re definitely 
not beating it alone.
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come 
back 
with 
me.

Koko needs us... 
she’s really been

struggling.

and her 
mum told 

her something 
before she 

died...
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oh?
what was it?

I’ll explain 
on the 
way...
but we 
should

 probably 
go.

oh! okay, yes, 
let’s go...

actually, let me 
change out of my 

depression ’fit.

good 
idea.
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